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Well our new season at Kennick has started with more of a whimper than a bang.
We have not had our usual opening season easy bag ups. The fish are in there
but are not being co-operative. One problem seems to be that the fish are high
up in the water while many anglers are using sinking lines or big weighted lures
and going below the fish. I was at Kennick for 4 hours on Tuesday (had 3
rainbows) and was speaking to a couple of people who had got their limit on dries
as well as to several others who hadn’t had a fish. Wimbleball on the other hand

= |[is fishing its head off with almost all catching their limit. Trout remain as

unpredictable as ever thank goodness.

The club has recently lost two very good friends. The first, Shirley Page died very
suddenly in February. Peter, Shirley’s husband was a founder member and was
President of the club for many years. Shirley supported many of the club’s
activities and even arranged her holidays so that she could attend our annual
BBQ. She was also a personal friend and we will miss her very much. The other
is John Ives; John was also an early club member. John was a man of strong
views on fishing and on how the club should be run, which he frequently shared
with me. He had been in poor health for some time but continued fishing through
to the end of last season. John showed me how to fish buzzers under a bung. I
have passed on our sympathy to both families on your behalf.

We had our AGM and a tackle auction last week. The club is in good fettle with a
membership of nearly 170 and more members attending a wider range of club
activities than ever before. Its finances are also strong with a surplus of almost
£1300 for the year. The auction was a great success and along with the raffle will
add around £700 to club funds. I would like to thank all those who contributed
items to the auction but particularly Peter Brazell’s wife who donated his fishing
tackle to the club. I also want to thank all those who helped out and those who

supported the event Bill Hande
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We are circulating the Annual Reports prior to the AGM, to save time as we have a lot of interesting items to
auction later, so don’t forget your cheque books. There will be time however for any questions or comments that
you may have, before seeking the acceptance of the reports.

2010 has been another excellent year for your club with membership remaining stable around the 170 mark.
Fishing at Kennick was good for most of the year though challenging on occasions, as indeed it should be. Sadly
the large brown and rainbow stocked in 2009 have not turned up in the catch reports so I think that we can assume
that they have not survived

The next phase of the ‘Kennick Plan’, the installation of a boat dock and the improvement of disabled access have
made progress during the year, with the floating pontoon in place, though there is still work to do on the concrete
slipway and the accessible fishing platforms. The club made its final contribution of £1,000 to the project in
August at our annual BBQ.

We had a full programme of fishing events during the year, including several visits to other waters, most of which
were well supported. It was good to see some new faces and indeed one of them; Duke Elsworth won the Top
Rod. We now have a problem with getting enough boats for boat competitions with only Wimbleball able to meet
our needs locally. It is a shame that neither Clatworthy nor Sibleyback have enough boats. The decision to make
club bank competitions floating line only has proved a success despite members’ earlier misgivings. There were
fewer early bag limits and members had to work hard to achieve success. The most versatile anglers had the most
success and the rest of us learned a lot. Our weekend away at Chew and Blagdon was well supported and will be
repeated this year. We are also planning trips to Lechlade and to Rutland in June (now fully booked). John Hern
arranged two, evening BBQ and fishing trips to Fernworthy, which gave anglers an opportunity to fish a brown
trout water. | am not sure if it was the attraction of the venue or John’s cooking skills but we ran out of food on
the second occasion. Both were well supported and will be repeated during the coming season, so look out for the
flyers. Our annual BBQ and training day continues to attract families, the new Lodge making it easier to organise
The Winter Programme was well supported, with 12 to 16 people attending the flytying sessions. These sessions at
the Old Coach House have now become social occasions with several members turning up for a pint and a chat.
The Christmas Dinner had an attendance of about 40 people who enjoyed an excellent meal and good company. A
new event for 2010, a steak and skittles evening was a tremendous success. These social events provide an
opportunity for wives, partners and families to meet up and learn a little more about the club members who figure
in their partners fishing tales.

The ‘Top Rod’ was again sponsored by Orvis who gave the club a Zero Gravity rod for the winner. They have
donated a Hydros, one of their newest rods, for the ‘Top Rod’ next season. We are grateful to Orvis for their
sponsorship and for the excellent discounts given to KFFA members at their Exeter shop. We are also grateful to
other Fishing Shops who give us a generous discount.

The Top Rod competition was keenly fought last year with four anglers each with a chance of winning right up
until the final match. Duke Elsworth, a relatively new member finally came top by being the most consistent
angler throughout the season. Rob Gale won the Brian Parkes Trophy, Mike Boston the ‘Old Codgers’ trophy and
Nigel Perrin the Trophy for the biggest fish. Chris Sherwood won the Southern Federation Shield. Darren Penfold
and Paul Wicks won the Vranch House competition with Chris Bolt and Mike Boston coming second. Mathew
Kidd, captained the England Junior team that this year won the Home International. He brought the trophy along
to our BBQ in August. Mathew is now too old for the England Juniors but | am sure we will be hearing a more of
him at a senior level. It would be great if both he and his father, Simon (both club members) made the national
team at the same time.

As you will see from our accounts the club remains in a healthy financial state so there are no plans to increase
membership fees. The current membership fee hardly covers postage, however, the financial surplus is largely due
to the sale of fishing permits and the raffles that take place at club functions.

At this AGM we are going to lose two of our committee members. Mike Stone and Chris Sherwood have decided
to resign. 1 would like to thank them both on your behalf for their hard work for the club. Mike has been
instrumental in obtaining the Orvis ‘Top Rod’ sponsorship and has also recruited many of our new members
through working at the Orvis shop. We are fortunate that three of our younger members have agreed to allow their
names to be put forward to replace them on the committee.
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