South West Lakes Trout Fisheries ( April 2011)
General:

Water temperatures were still a good three degrees warmer than they were at the same time last year, with more flies hatching, fish generally higher in the water, and anglers managing to take fish on dry flies. The dry sunny conditions have meant that the levels in a number of reservoirs have already started to drop.
Fishing:

Kennick – The warmer water temperatures have meant that the fish have favoured the shallower north end of the lake, with the majority of fish being caught in the Narrows and Clampitts Bay (from both bank and boat). Rods averaged 3.8 fish per angler over the month, and it was a pleasure to be able to fish in shirtsleeves and bright  sunshine, and still catch plenty of fish. Damsel Nymphs, Red Diawl Bachs, Buzzers, and Hares Ear patterns were the most successful patterns, while on warmer days Hawthorns were in evidence, with Black Hoppers and Gnats catching fish.
The best fish of the month was a 4lb 12oz rainbow caught by Eddy Carter (from Starcross) using a Hare’s Ear nymph while fishing from the bank in the Narrows. The best bag of the month was 23 rainbows up to 2½lb caught by Andy Birkett (from Newton Ferrers) on a ‘catch and release’ ticket using Diawl Bachs and Hare’s Era nymphs while fishing from a boat.
Next month should see an increase in top-of-the-water sport, as the hawthorns and then beetles become more established.

Siblyback  - The fishing at Siblyback continued to produce good results, with rods averaging 3.6 fish per angler over the month. The bank between Diggers Bench and the Birdhide, along with Stocky Bay bank fished well, while boat anglers enjoyed success over the Marshes. The majority of fish were caught on sub-surface patterns (Diawl Bach and Montana nymphs on intermediate lines, or Orange Lures and Booby patterns fished deep).

The best fish caught during the month was a 4lb 12oz rainbow caught by Mr. R. March (from Newquay) using a Black and Peacock Spider fished from the bank.

Wimbleball – anglers continued to enjoy superb sport at Wimbleball, with rods averaging 3.9 fish per angler over the month (one week rods averaged 4.6 fish). The best fish of the month (and so far the season for all South West Lakes Trust waters) was a superb rainbow of 9lb 2oz, caught by N.Hamm, using a Pheasant Tail Nymph (he also caught a rainbow of 3lb 4oz in the same session). A few mayfly have already appeared at the Upton Arm, and imitations have started to catch fish. The most successful patterns however, have been a selection of imitative nymph patterns (such as Diawl Bach, Hares Ear, Pheasant Tail Nymphs and Buzzers) fished on an intermediate line in the Ruggs Bay and Bessoms Bridge area; Boobies, Vivas, and Cats Whiskers have caught fish in the deeper water. 

Stithians – The Hawthorns have now become firmly established at Stihians, which has meant that dry flies (Beetles, Hoppers, Hawthorns) have fished well, particularly from the banks where the willows down to the water’s edge. Good buzzer hatches have meant that Black Buzzer and emerger patterns have also caught fish. The most productive areas have included Goonlaze, Yellow Wort Bay, and Carnmellis Bank, while deeper fish have been caught on Orange lures, Nomads, and Boobies by the dam.

Fernworthy – The browns at Fernworthy fed eagerly during the month, taking imitations from the surface (Dry Bibio, Cul de Canard, Buzzer emerger patterns and Beetles), with dark or black subsurface patterns proving to be the most successful. Prospects are good for abundant Hawthorns and Beetles next month.
Colliford – continues to fish well, with a good number of over-wintered being caught to a variety of traditional style patterns (Soldier Palmer, Bibio, Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear, and Black Pennell). The most productive method is to keep on the move, and cover the margins as well as the deeper water.

Burrator – this moorland fishery continued to fish well, with anglers catching both Brown and Rainbow trout up to 2lb. Nymph and wet patterns proved to be the most successful (particularly damsels, Hares ears, and Invictas), with occasional fish coming to dries (Black Gnats and Hawthorns).
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