South West Lakes Trout Fisheries (May 2011)
General:

Water temperatures were still above the average for May, although constant cool winds meant that on many lakes the Hawthorne hatch never really materialised. The continuing dry sunny conditions have meant that the levels in most of the lakes are unseasonably low.
Fishing:

Kennick – The fish have continued to favour the shallower north end of the lake and Clampitts Bay, where both bank and boat anglers have enjoyed the best sport. Rods averaged 3.5 fish per angler over the month, and in spite of the bright sun, the fish were eager to feed either from or near the surface. An abundance of natural insects (Damsels, sedges, olives, and buzzers) meant that the fish fed keenly, and over-wintered fish have mended well. Hoppers, Sedges, and Snafflers all caught fish from the surface, providing great dry fly sport, although shallow fished Damsel Nymphs, Diawl Bachs, and Buzzers caught the majority of the fish. Although no particularly large fish were caught in May, many anglers commented on the quality and strength of the fish (probably the best at Kennick for many years). The best fish of the month was a 4lb 4oz rainbow caught by Anthony Thomas (from BoveyTracey), caught using a Damsel Nymph from the bank, followed by a 4lb 1oz rainbow caught by Mr. I. Christopher, fishing a dry pattern from the bank. A bag of 16 rainbows up to 2lb 6oz was caught on a catch-and-release ticket by Andy Birkett (of Newton Ferrers), using Hoppers and Gold Ribbed Hares Ears while fishing from a boat.

The annual Peninsula Classic bank competition was won by Martin Braund (of Exeter) with a bag of eight rainbows weighing 14lb 15oz.
Siblyback  - The fishing at Siblyback continued to produce good results, with rods again averaging 3.6 fish per angler over the month. Subsurface nymph fishing still seems to be the most productive, with Montanas and Diawl Bachs on intermediate lines catching the majority of the fish. While no outstanding large fish were caught in the month, a good number of fish between 3 and 4lb were taken. Boat anglers achieved best results fishing over the Marshes, while bank anglers found Stocky Bay and the section  between Diggers Bench and the Birdhide the most productive.

Wimbleball – anglers continued to enjoy superb sport at Wimbleball, with rods averaging 3.8 fish per angler over the month. The best fish of the month was a beautiful 5lb 8oz rainbow caught by Chris Curtis (from South Devon) as part of a full bag, closely followed by a 5lb rainbow caught by Mr. B. Carl, both caught at the beginning of the month. Although nymphs (Damsels, Montanas, Diawl bachs and Pheasant Tails) and lure patterns (Cats Whiskers, Vivas and Tadpoles) caught the majority of fish, a good hatch of mayflies meant that great surface sport could be enjoyed with large bushy dry flies from a boat at the Upton Arm. Other productive areas included Bessoms and Ruggs Bay for boat and bank anglers, with Cow Moor also fishing well from the bank.
Stithians – The Hawthorns have continued to provide good surface sport, with a variety of dry patterns catching fish (Hawthorns, Beetles, Black Hoppers, and Black Gnats), particularly in the evenings. The majority of sub-surface fish have been caught on lure patterns (particularly Cats Whiskers and Orange Lures) fished in the deeper water by the dam. The best areas to fish included Goonlaze Point, Chapel Bay and Yellowort Bay. The best fish of the month was a 3lb 1oz rainbow caught by Louis Gifford using a booby from the bank at the South East end of the lake.

Fernworthy – Dark patterns have continued to catch Fernworthy’s browns throughout the month, either subsurface (Black Pennells, Montanas, and Spiders), or, more excitingly, from the surface, particularly toward the end of the month when the beetles started to land on the water in abundance, which the fish have attacked voraciously. Dry fly prospects are good for continued beetle sport, as well as sedges and dark midges.

Colliford – In spite of gusty winds, Colliford continues to fish well, with a good number of naturalised and over-wintered fish being caught to a variety of traditional style patterns (Soldier Palmer, Bibio, Gold Ribbed Hare’s Ear,Peasnt Tails Nymphs,  Buzzers and Damsel Nymphs). They are mainly feeding on Silver Horn Sedge and shrimp. The best fish of the month was a superb 2lb 9oz brownie caught by Mr. Jones (of Tintagel), using a buzzer, while the best bag consisted of fourteen fish up to 2lb caught by K.Perry (of St. Austell) using a variety of patterns. 
Burrator – this moorland fishery continued to fish well, with anglers catching both Brown and Rainbow trout up to 2lb. Nymph and wet patterns proved to be the most successful (particularly damsels, Hares ears, and Invictas), with occasional fish coming to dries (Black Gnats and Hawthorns).

Wistlandpound – fish have been regularly caught at all levels, from Hoppers on the surface, to boobies (especially orange) fished on an intermediate line. The area around the boat jetty has been particularly productive.

Chris Hall (June 2011)
