Fishing in Florida - Mike Stone

In April this year I was lucky enough to fish the Florida Keys, when I arrived; there were a multitude of marina's and guides to choose from, so a bit daunting. However after watching all the fishing programmes and DVD's that I could, and advice from people who had been there I choose to stay at Islamorada and fish from Bud n Mary's Marina.
I went into the office and talked to Richard (who fished with Paul Young, hooked on fishing fame). I booked a couple of days with different guides (wed & sat) to go fly fishing for Tarpon, Permit, Bonefish and anything else that wants to jump on my fly!!. They did tell me that I would catch more if I went after these species with bait but I wanted to do it with the fly. 

Day 1 - The weather was beautiful and the sea was a wonderful jade green, as I got on the boat in the marina my appetite was wetted with huge Tarpon swimming around the boat ( the skippers call them their pets ! ) they never move far because there fed regularly. 

Anyway as we motored out to the back country over the flats, I could see Rays, Sharks and Turtles of all sizes. After a couple of hours polling around without a hook up, the skipper took me to deeper water over a wreck, first cast produced a Cobia which fought like nothing else I have ever hooked on a fly !! 20 mins later it was photographed and returned. A few casts later the skipper saw some dark shapes approaching and told me to cast to them

which I duly did. What happened then could only be described as the most exhilarating thing that's happened to me with a fly rod in my hand !!! as my fly hit the water and I gave it a couple of quick pulls one of the shapes hit the fly and took off for the Florida mainland, the reel screamed and went so fast it wrapped my knuckles really hard. 1 mile further and an hour and half later an estimated 200lb Bull Shark was at the side of our boat, the skipper

quickly cut the line and let it go on its merry way. Was I knackered or what? 85% heat hanging on for dear life and sore knuckles but I was elated beyond belief. Anything after that would be a bit of an anti climax but I did catch a few Speckled Sea Trout the best of which is in the photos. 
All these fish were caught using a 10wt fly rod 20lb line!!!
Day 2 - Again another beautiful day as on day one, the start was 6am til 3.30 pm (too hot after that) A different skipper but one who prefers catching on the fly. I was treated to the latest Sage rods and reels, he was determined to get me my target species, as we were polling along the flats he spotted a few bonefish tails in the air feeding ( they call them sand suckers ) I cast a bit to close and spooked them never to be seen again. I seemed to be making a habit of this as the next four or five groups of fish all scattered at my clumsy attempt to hook them. However patience is a virtue and eventually one felt sorry for me and attached itself to my fly, when people say Bonefish are the hardest fighting fish for size believe me they are right.

They are so fast and change direction in an instant, after what we are used to, hearing the reel scream constantly as it shoots off is something else, 15mins later my first Bonefish is landed and photographed, job done. The fly used was a heavily weighted crab pattern which was really difficult to cast, rod was an 8wt sage. Nearing the end of the day the sipper told me to cast close to one of the many rays settled in the sand, as it moves off and disturbs the sand small jacks zoom in for any free offerings doing this I caught numerous hard fighting Jack Cravelles , great fun.
The guided trips in the Keys is not cheap, but if you’re ever down there and fancy a go, guided days are $500 per day. If anyone is interested contact me and I will endeavour to help you.

Mike Stone can be contacted through email - mikestone17@ hotmail.co.uk or through the Orvis shop in Exeter.
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Mike Stone pictured above with a selection of fish caught. Great spots on the speckled Sea Trout.

