Scuba Diving - Maldives - March 08

This is not the usual report you would expect to see in a Kennick Newsletter, but

I wanted to share with you the following pictures.

I have just returned from a week’s Scuba Diving in the Maldives, situated in the

Indian ocean some 10 hours away. The Maldives stretch over 500 miles and there

are over 1000 islands, many uninhabited. I was diving with the Totnes Scuba

club and we were a party of 20 staying on board a 43m boat. My only experience

of rough seas is a bad day on Rutland or Chew so I went prepared with tablets. I

needn’t have worried, flat calm and sunny skies greeted us for the whole week

with temperatures up to 31C and a water temperature of 29C, just like being in

the bath!

I was diving to a maximum of 35m and the water was so clear that you could

easily see the surface from the sea bed. This was a whole new experience for me,

diving in clear warm water, I am used to diving off Salcombe and Plymouth

seeing the odd Wrasse and to a maximum of 15C in mid August.

The pictures below are as follows - top is a Napoleon Wrasse almost as big as

me and quite photogenic, this fish was almost 2m in length. A colourful Clown

Trigger is next, Nautilus 2 live a board, Hawksbill Turtle, Yellow Snapper,

Yellow Trigger and the last shot is of a shoal of Bat fish.

The Turtle was seen at 30m, great to descend down to the bottom and find him

munching quite happily with 20 divers watching from only a few feet away.

I managed to get 15 dives in during the week, several days would be 3 dives per

day with a wake up call at 6am and a dive before breakfast. The sun was really

too hot to sit in after 10am so I was quite pleased to be spending up to 3 hours

under water.

The colour of the water was incredible with real aqua marine blues and greens. I

have video footage of the shoals of fish swimming by and there were thousands,

and the colours were so bright and to watch Tuna and Barracuda darting about

was a great sight.

Highlights of the week were watching up to 6 White Tipped Reef Sharks on the

edge of a reef at a depth of 25-30m. I saw a number of Eagle and Marble Rays

and then the one we had come to see, a Manta Ray, what a sight, a flick with its

wings and it was off, too fast for me to keep up with!

Moray Eels of various colours up to 3m were hiding in their holes in the reefs

and on 2 occasions we went on Night dives which really showed them feeding

and swimming about, as I shone my torch over them you could easily see that

they had a good set of teeth!

During the week the boat would travel to different islands and reefs for us to

dive, watching flying fish fly for up to 200m, quite incredible and a pod of 20

dolphins came along side for a while as we motored to our next stop.

This was a trip of a lifetime and I will have to go back one day. If anyone is

interested in trying Scuba diving I can arrange a “try dive” for you. I have yet to

convince Chris Hall to let me have a look in Kennick but if you see some bubbles

one day in Clampitts or in the Narrows, it could be me! – John Hern
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